Immunoregulatory T cell abnormalities in mucocutaneous lymph node syndrome.
We recently demonstrated that during the acute phase of mucocutaneous lymph node syndrome (MCLS)3 there was a significant reduction in circulating T8+ suppressor/cytotoxic T cells and an increased number of Ia/Dr-bearing T4+ T cells, which suggests the presence of circulating activated helper T cells (1). Furthermore, the vast majority of patients with acute MCLS had a significantly elevated number of circulating B cells spontaneously secreting IgG and IgM. In the present study, the possible role of the immunoregulatory T cell abnormalities in the polyclonal B cell activation was investigated by assaying the ability of T cells and T cell factors from patients with acute MCLS to induce immunoglobulin production by normal B lymphocytes. We also examined the capacity of normal T cells to suppress immunoglobulin production by activated B cells from patients with acute MCLS.